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President Fred Hahn called the Oct. 28 meeting of the Normal Rotary Club to order at 12:01
p.m. Gordon Bidner provided the invocation.
President Fred reminded us that there are only 64 days remaining in 2020. Other important
happenings of the day in history:
*On October 28, 1886, President Grover Cleveland dedicated the Statue of Liberty, a gift from
the people of France, on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor. Exactly 79 years later, the
Gateway Arch was completed in St. Louis.
*In 1962, the Cuban Missile Crisis ended. Fred recalled his father having built a shelter in the
basement and stocking it with one month’s worth of food. When the crisis was over, his mother
then had to creatively incorporate the stockpiled food into their menus.
*Born on this date in 1955 was Bill Gates, who wrote his first program as a freshman in high
school at the age of 13 and computerized the school’s payroll system and developed and sold
traffic-counting systems to local governments. He left Harvard in his junior year to concentrate
on his newly formed company, Microsoft.
*Other birthday celebrants include Jonas Salk [1914], Julia Roberts [1967], and Anna Elizabeth
Dickinson [1842], an early advocate for women’s rights and known for her blistering rhetoric.

Student guest: A student guest for today’s meeting was ABW Thomas, who is a senior at
Normal Community High School. ABW has three younger brothers and a sister. She plans to
study marine biology, and the schools that she is considering include Stanford.
Announcements:
*Spoke and invocation volunteers: Volunteers are needed to serve as Spoke editors and
reporters and to give the invocation, etc. Our weekly emails include links to sign up. To sign up
for the Spoke, go here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044CAAAD2AA3FA7-thespoke,
and to sign up to give the invocation, go here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044CAAAD2AA3FA7-normal,
*Speakers: We are also in need of speakers. If you have ideas for speakers, please send them
to Dayna Brown (brownda@unit5.org) or Ann Haugo (ahaugo@ilstu.edu).
*Poinsettia Sales: Andy Copenhaver provided information about this year’s poinsettia sales. He
shared that this may be a smaller year than usual, but this is the club’s largest fundraiser and
needs participation. It relies on a small number of people who routinely sell a high number of
plants. We will especially feel the loss of Gordy this year, as he was a strong supporter.
● Emails were sent to all members, asking each of us to reply about our willingness to
either help with the sales or provide a donation. Please reply to that email, and please
consider helping with deliveries if you are not selling.
● Tickets are available at Andy’s office, Alan Chapman’s house, and Ryan Fleming’s
office at Commerce Bank.
● Poinsettia prices for us have gone up due to rising costs.
● Plants again will be available in red, white, and pink.
● Linda Healy is updating the flyer and it will be available soon.
○ Bruce suggested that the flyer could include information about how the club is
using its money during the COVID crisis, i.e., prioritizing local response to the
virus.
● Other tasks:
○ B-N clubs will be contacted about the sales.
○ Ann Haugo will post the flyer to Facebook when it’s completed.
○ Art Drake will send out press releases for the district newsletter, the Normalite,
etc.
● Our location will likely be the Chateau once again. Andy is still working out details with
them. Schedule will be one week later than our typical schedule:
○ Final Sales Date: Monday, November 30.
○ Delivery day: Friday, December 11.
○ Pickup day/time: Saturday, December 12, 9 a.m. – noon pickup.
*Veterans Day: Greg Anvick announced that Veterans Day One On One will not be in person
this year. A notice will be put in the paper.
*Dreams Are Possible grant: Hank Campbell asked how the recently received grant would be
distributed. Gordon Bidner suggested that we make it a program for a meeting. Hank will work
on setting something up, perhaps from the Dreams Are Possible location.
Judge: His Honor Bruce Bergethon collected happy fines that included the following celebrants:
Gordon for a grandson who was just married; Andy for attending a Zoom meeting after a bit of

an absence; Hank for his one-month-old granddaughter; Art for a FB message from his
daughter, sharing a very giggly moment with his three-month-old great-granddaughter; Dayna
for her involvement with the Rotary women’s group that was started by Julie Dobski, working
toward getting more women involved in Rotary.
Membership question: Art followed Dayna’s happy fine about the Rotary women’s group with a
question about what they are doing to engage people in Rotary, since it has been difficult
recently to recruit members. Alan encouraged Dayna to follow up with our speaker, Dr. Becky
Achen, after the meeting.
Speaker:
Rebecca Achen, Ph.D., is in her sixth year as an assistant professor of sport management in the
School of Kinesiology and Recreation at Illinois State University. Becky lives in Normal with her
husband Tyler, their son Lincoln, and their dog Rudy. They are expecting their second child in
February.
Dr. Achen graduated with her Ph.D. in Sport Management from the University of Kansas, where
she was also a graduate teaching assistant. Prior to that, she received her master’s degree from
Winona State University in Educational Leadership with an emphasis in sport management and
her bachelor’s degree from Southwest Minnesota State University in Physical Education with an
emphasis in sport management. She has many years of work experience in higher education
administration and sport marketing and sales.
Her research focuses on the effectiveness of social media as relationship marketing tools in
professional sport. She is also an active contributor to the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
literature. She has been a Certified Personal Trainer and Group Fitness Instructor for ten years
and currently trains at MyLeanBody Boot Camp in Bloomington.
Dr. Achen provided a short overview of her field and then opened the meeting for dialogue. She
teaches primarily in the sports management program, which is one of several graduate
programs within the School of Kinesiology and Recreation at Illinois State. Other graduate
programs include Applied Community and Economic Development, Athletic Training,
Biomechanics, Exercise Physiology, Physical Education Pedagogy, Psychology of Sport and
Physical Activity, and Recreation Administration.
Most graduate students in the sport management want to work in college athletics, but they do
turn out graduates who work in other fields in the context of sport - law, finance, sales, for
example. Sport Management is the business side of sport, not the “athlete” side, so the
curriculum that Dr. Achen teaches is similar to what we would find in the College of Business,
but with sport as the context.
The pandemic has had far-reaching impacts on the field, and she reports that they are
continuing to see changes that will shape the job market for some time. Some students have
started to consider graduate school because the job market isn’t looking good, so that may have
a positive effect on enrollment in the short term. Dr. Achen observed that with the transition to
online teaching, she has been impressed by the resilience of the students.
Bruce asked whether the current political climate has had any impact in the field. Dr. Achen
does teach about the intersection of politics and sport and social media and sport. Because

sport is an integral part of people’s lives, any clean separation of sport and politics is probably
difficult. An interesting development in the modern world has been the influence of social media
on the athlete’s role. Athletes now have the capability to speak regularly and directly to fans, and
to have closer access to them. They’re tending to be less guarded, which is interesting as well.
Dayna asked about the influence of early youth participation in sport. Dr. Achen shared that data
bears out what we might see locally – that early youth participation occurs in very high numbers
now, and then drops off fairly noticeably into the teen years. Some research has investigated the
factors that may cause that attrition, from inefficient structures or coaching to social pressures.
Students in sport management are often those who continued to enjoy sport at an amateur and
perhaps high school level but for whatever reason are not following the traditional athletics path.
At the undergraduate level, there’s a high demand for sport management programs, and if
Illinois State had an undergraduate program, it could probably easily recruit students. We’re also
seeing the impact now of Title IX, with more women involved in sport and then moving into
administration and other areas in the industry.
Jack asked how far back we can trace organized sport, historically. Dr. Achen’s answer began
with the example of the Olympic games and Roman gladiators, cultural demonstrations of
physical prowess.
Fred asked about placement rates, and Dr. Achen replied that a solid alumni network helps them
with a very high placement rate. The faculty encourage professional networking while students
are in the program, often with alumni.
Ann observed a familiar logo on the wall behind Dr. Achen, and she shared that it was indeed
the Vikings. Dr. Achen is originally from South Dakota but did her undergraduate and master’s
work in Minnesota and is an avid Vikings fan. Her husband, however, is a Packers fan, which
makes the season interesting.
Bruce shared that he had just watched Moneyball, a film about the management of professional
baseball that kind of crushes romantic notions of sport. Do students enter with those nostalgic or
romantic feelings about sport? Dr. Achen confirmed that they indeed do. Those feelings are
often connected not to the sport itself, but to family, home, or other factors that create an affinity.
She often tells students not to work in their favorite sport, because they will be unable to enjoy it
as much. As an example, she worked in baseball for a period of two years and never saw a
complete game.
Thought for the Day
“Try not to be a person only of success, but rather try to be a person of value”
-Albert Einstein
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