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Wednesday, May 22, 2019 – Meeting on stage in Braden Auditorium 
Greeters: Rob Cranston & Art Drake 
Lottery: Gene Jontry & Mark Jontry 
 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 
Greeters: Paul Enchelmayer & Ryan Fleming 
Lottery: Stephanie McClelland & Larissa McIlvain 
 

 

 

**SPECIAL EDITION ON MALARIA** 
 

 

Editor: Becky Goeckner 

 

  
 

Malaria is a serious and sometimes fatal disease caused by a parasite that commonly infects a certain type 
of mosquito which feeds on humans. People who get malaria are typically very sick with high fevers, 
shaking chills, and flu-like illness. Although malaria can be a deadly disease, illness and death from malaria 
can usually be prevented. Globally, the World Health Organization estimates that in 2016, 216 million 
clinical cases of malaria occurred, and 445,000 people died of malaria, most of them children in Africa. 
Because malaria causes so much illness and death, the disease is a great drain on many national 
economies. Since many countries with malaria are already among the poorer nations, the disease 
maintains a vicious cycle of disease and poverty.  https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/about/faqs.html 
 
As many of you know, our own Drake Zimmerman has been working hard through Rotary International to 
save lives by preventing Malaria utilizing bed nets.  Recently Drake forwarded to me two reports on the 
efforts by which the Normal Rotary Club guided by Drake has been actively involved 
 
Report # 1 

Progress Report on  
RC Banjul Public Education Support for  

The Gambia’s National LLIN Distribution Campaign 

 
For the cross boarder campaign, the actual distribution of the bed nets will be started May 22nd. Right 
now, households are being registered to determine how many bed nets for each family. 

http://www.normalrotary.org/
http://rotarydistrict6490.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/malaria/about/faqs.html


 

  
RC Banjul, in partnership with the National Malaria Control Programme, is sponsoring the public education 
component of this cross-border bed net distribution campaign using the funds from the RC Banjul Malaria 
Fund to which RMP, RC Normal (IL), and RC DesMoines/Normandy Park have contributed. 
 
 RC Banjul   $  1,400 
 RC Normal   $11,000 
 RC DM/NP   $  1,500 
 RMP    $  5,000 
 Gates Matching Fund             $13,900 (advanced by RMP) 

  TOTAL                          $32,800 
 
The Malaria Education Project consists of two components: 
 
1. Radio Programmes - This includes:   

a)   Radio Panel discussion of 1 hour each day during this bed net distribution campaign, airing across 
the country on both private national and community radios. These radio panel discussions are 
educating the public about malaria prevention and control and the importance of registration and 
participation in this bed net campaign and the important use of bed nets. 
  
b)  Radio Spots which are short messages aired in local languages about malaria prevention and 
control 

  
RC Banjul project advocate, Dr. Emma Bruce, will send a couple of the radio panel discussions and the 
radio spots. They will be in local languages and provided by health communicators. Dr. Bruce will forward 
expense receipts as they become available. 
 
2.    Traditional Communicators Drama Groups - These are local drama groups of 10 each that the 

National Malaria Control Programme has been using as a tool to better educate the local population in 
The Gambia about malaria prevention and control. Studies have shown that the public pays more 
attention to malaria prevention messages and the importance of bed net use when given in the form of 
these short dramatic performances and songs, than someone actually standing up and making speeches 
about the use of mosquito bed nets. 

  
Since the bed net distribution actually starts May 22, RC Banjul Rotarians are in the process of contracting 
these Traditional Communicator Drama Groups to perform during the 5 days stretch of the distribution of 
the bed nets in order to educate the public on the proper use of bed nets.  
  
RC Banjul is contracting with the NMCP to disburse funds from RC Banjul Malaria fund to the Regional 
Health Directorates in designated rural communities.  The RHDs will then contract these traditional 
communicators & drama groups to begin their performances when the actual distribution of bed nets 
begins.  
  
Dr. Bruce has a team of Rotarians and Rotaractors all set to travel to these communities where malaria 
burden is very high, to follow these traditional communicators drama groups in their performances, 
spreading the message about malaria prevention and the necessity of using bed nets. The team's role is to 
make sure that they monitor these drama groups to see that they do the performances in the designated 
villages and also to document them for the purpose of the sponsors (RMP, RC of Normal, etc). After the 
bed net distributional campaign (from May 27th) the Rotarian team will return. Dr. Bruce will then forward 
to RMP the videos and pictures of these performances.  We will also receive, the expense report for these 
activities. 
 

Official Launch of the Campaign 
 
May 5th was the official launch of the 2019 bed net distribution campaign by both The Gambia and 
Senegal at their international border. Balla Kandeh, the NMCP manager appealed to RC Banjul to sponsor  



 

 
part of this event by providing t-shirts with malaria prevention messages for the public to further spread the 
message about the importance of the use of bed nets.  This was a good idea and a good opportunity to 
further spread the malaria prevention campaign by Rotary because in the rural areas, a t-shirt with a 
message of malaria prevention and control and the use of bed nets will not only be heard once and 
forgotten but it will stay in the minds of the inhabitant for many years to come because the rural area, 
poverty is high and they don’t afford to buy clothes too often. Therefore a t-shirt given to them with malaria 
prevention messages will be worn very often and for many years to come.  
  
The t-shirts have a picture of a mosquito bed net over a bed for the people who cannot read or write but 
can understand the picture and also it has words for those who are literate. Every time someone wears 
these t-shirts for the next couple of years to come, the malaria message can still be seen and read, 
therefore reminding people every time of the importance to kick malaria out by using bed net. A total of 
1000 t-shirts were printed using the funds from the RC Banjul Malaria Fund and given to the National 
Malaria and Control Programme’s Programme Director Balla Kandeh on Saturday May 4th. 
 
The t-shirts have the following messages: 
       In the front of the t-shirts reads: 
 
          “KICK MALARIA OUT OF SENEGAMBIA,  
           ALWAYS SLEEP UNDER A BED NET,  
           ALL NIGHT, ALL YEAR ROUND” 
            
          The Rotary Logo and The Gambia’s Ministry of Health’s logo is also printed at the top. 

 
       At the back of the t-shirts reads: 

 
         “BED NET DISTRIBUTION CAMPAIGN 2019 GAMBIA – SENEGAL” 

 
 
Report # 2 

Report on World Malaria Day Celebrations in The Gambia 

By 
Rotarian Dr. Emma Bruce, May 13, 2019 

 
World Malaria Day, April 25th, was celebrated here in The Gambia, with an event organized by the 
National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) in collaboration with the University of The Gambia Theatre -
in - Education Programme. The event was held in a nearby village school, Kobisala Nursery and Basic 
Cycle School, Sanyang Village. The venue is an attempt to take the celebrations into the rural areas and to 
engage the public in the fight against malaria, most especially the children. 
  
The event included drama performances by 
students from the University of the Gambia 
Theatre Programme and the Kobisala school 
children.  These educated the public about the 
different types of plasmodium parasites that 
causes malaria and how many deaths each of 
them causes in a year. They also educated the 
public about the correct way of sleeping under a 
bet nets. Poems and songs about malaria were 
sung and speeches were made. 
 
On the right: Mosquito actors and plasmodium actors 

in the World Malaria Day drama production.      
 



 

There were three speeches: 
1) The first from Dr Sharmila Jah, National Professional Officer for Infectious Diseases representing 

the World Health Organization. 
2) The next speech was by Mr. Balla Kandeh, Programme Manager NMCP and then 
3) The last one was by Dr Emma Bruce, Chairperson District 9101 Subcommittee on Malaria.  

 
The event ended with an exhibition of student's art work on malaria and several beds with mosquito bed 
nets over them, indicating the correct way to cover one's bed with these bed nets. 
 

 
 
Rotarians were approached by Mr. Balla Kandeh who asked for support from us by helping to pay for the 
bus that will carry the staff of the NMCP (including Mr. Balla Kandeh) and all the journalists invited to grace 
this event. Mr. Balla Kandeh also solicited the help from Rotary to fund the payment of media coverage for 
the journalist. There were 6 journalists from TV, radio, and newspaper.  
  
I agreed to fund these two items because they aligned with my original objective for malaria as stated in 
the Action Plan for Malaria Control and Prevention Campaign. As stated in the Action Plan, my objective 
was to have a mass media campaign to spread the word about malaria prevention and to conduct a 
community outreach programme. Funding the above mentioned is in line with these objectives because 
enabling the media to collectively go to the site of the event to and cover the event of the World Malaria 
Day, it will enable them to now spread to messages about malaria prevention to the whole of the Gambia. 
Also the NMCP staff were grateful for the transportation of their staff members to this event, helping to 
ensure that the event was successful. Without NMCP staff present, there will not be a World Malaria Day 
celebration. 
  
Some of the funds that you sent to RC of Banjul Malaria Fund, from Rotarian Malaria Partners and RC of 
Normal, Illinois was used to fund the above mentioned and also indicated below: 
 
1) The bus to carry NMCP staff members and journalists to Sanyang village of the World Malaria Day 

celebration 
2) Payment of each of the journalists who attended.  
 

I am happy to report that the event was successful and I was proud that we were able to support the MCP 
reach its objective to celebrate World Malaria Day and to provide media access and coverage of the event.  
Mr. Balla Kandeh thanked Rotarians for attending and most especially for funding the above mentioned to 
help spread to message of World Malaria Day to the whole Gambian public. 
 

I gave a speech during the programme indicating Rotary’s work in the educational aspect of the bed net 
distribution campaign in The Gambia. At the end of the programme, I was interviewed by Paradise TV. This 
interview can be seen on the Facebook. Interview of Rotarian Dr Emma Bruce by Paradise TV at the end of 
the event celebrating the World Malaria Day. Please see the link below to listen to the interview 
  

https://www.facebook.com/PTVGambia/videos/757661471301396/ 

https://www.facebook.com/PTVGambia/videos/757661471301396


 

 
Thank you Rotarian Malaria Partners and RC Normal Illinois, for helping to make this day successful. With 
the funds you sent to the RC of Banjul Malaria fund, we were able to assist the NMCP to achieve its goals 
to commemorate World Malaria Day and also achieve our goal in spreading the message of Malaria 
preventing to the Gambia public.  
  
Best Regards, 
 
Rotarian Dr Emma Bruce 
Chairperson District Subcommittee on Malaria 
Rotary District 9101 
Telephone: 00220 7222345 
Email: district9101malaria@gmail.com 
 
Pictures are of the World Malaria Day celebration at the Kobisala Nursery and Basic Cycle School in 
Sanyang village with the NMCP and the University of the Gambia Theatre-in-Education Programme who 
organized this activity to commemorate the day. Photos provided by Dr. Emma Bruce 
 

 
The Republic of The Gambia Malaria Walk Closing Ceremony 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Thought For the Day:  
 

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference,  
try sleeping in a closed room with a mosquito.” 

African proverb. 
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